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BLUE GRASS BLADE 



DR. JAMES BALL NAYLOR 



EMINENT OHIO PHYSICIAN, AND WRITER OF PROSE 
AND POETRY. 

.Many golden nuggets and glittering gems of rare value still 
He burled in the earth, hidden from human eyes, wilting lor the 
turn of seme miner s pick to bilng them to the llglr of day. So 
it is In the field of human thoug: t. Many an intellectual gem still 
finds lodgment In some brain because its possessor larks the 
power Of expression necessary to make it known. Thought- 
pearls, without priee. may tints He lmri< <1 in the mind of one. 
Happy, indeed, is the man or woman who is fortunate In the 
possession of a well-dev loped power of expressing htrt or her own 
thoughts, and among those who are rich in such ownership, fear- 
less In its use, charitable to all, is the Mibeet of this sketch. 

Until last summer Dr. James Ball Naylor was almost un- 
known to the Wade. Although he had written and published a 
number of books, Including poetical works, and therefore known 
only by reputation, it was not until the Blade's editor lind visited 
his home at Malta. Morgan county, Ohio, that n personal ac- 
quaintance was made, which has now ripemd into a firm and- 
fast friendship. To meet him and to know hi in is «.o admire him. 
He Is, In very truth, a king among nn n and a man among kings. 
He owns a mind of his own, strong as adamant, anil yet, tender 
as the choicest flower produted by artificial h'at. His heart 
Is filled with sorrow at the sight of human suffering and a noble 
action stirs within him the best and noblest impulses. As a 
stud< nt of na'ure he Is without a superior, while variable lessons 
he has gleam d from watching a humble spider or a family of 
cat-birds. 

Dr. James Ball Naylor was born In Morgan county, Ohio, on 
the 4th day of October. 1840, and Is, therefore, approaching his 
49th year. His father was a Quaker, While from his mother he 
inherits the sturdy Kngllsh blood running trfrough I line of Vir- 
ginia ancestry. He was the only child. At the ou'bnak of the 
Civil War his father went to the front and met Ills death In that 
fratricidal contest. As a lad lie n reived a fair education through 
the common public tchools, but the necessity of having to 
"scratch gravl." as he personally expresses It, at the early age 
of twelve years. took him out ot school before bis education could 
be deemed sufficient, and he finished this by his own efforts, later 
in life, by taking a course at the Marietta Academy. His real 
education, however, was obtained In the great school of experience, 
tor as the years MUM over him he came to know humanity as It 
was, imbibing tuition from the "college of homelv knowledge 
and hard knocks." We have used the expression oi 'scratching 
gravel," and It may he truthfully said that he has plenty of "sand 
In his craw" yet and a fair proportion of the "soli under his finger- 
nails." He has worked on a farm for subsistence; tolled at 
teaching school; slaved at practicing medicine, anl he intimates 
that he has "loafed" to no small < xtent at "making literature." 
In many ways he Is different from the common run of men. Our 
experiences with him, limited as they have beep, convinces us 
that he has a tongue and Is not airaid lo wag it; that he does his 
own thinking and is able to whistle for himself; and another of 
his favorite expressions, as indicating t lie manner o| man he Is, 
he says, "I change my linen once In a while, — but my opinions 
I change oftentr." 



Although busily engaged in attending to a large and lucrative 
practice of medicine, Dr. Naylor has found time to voice his 
scntiminis through the columns of the- papers and magazines, to 
which he Is still a fnquont contributor, and thousands have read 
and enjoyed his attractive verses, sketches and short stories. 
He Is the author of four splendid books of verse, ppmely: "Cur- 
rent Coins," "Cloldenrod and Thistledown," "Old Home Week," 
and "Songs from tno Heart of Tilings." The latter is all that its 
name implies, and is a revelation of the workings of the master- 
mind thai produoi d it. Throughout its pages theio bristks the 
part and unselfish ideas of fr— thought. They arc Free! hough t 
poems in very truth. No less than seven novels have come from 
his pen and brain, all of which have been widely 'ead. These 
are "Ralph Marlowe," "In the Days of St. Clair," "Under Mad 
Anthony's llanr.er, "The Sign of the Prophet." "The Ken- 
tuckian," "The Scalawags," and "The Misadventures of Mar- 
jory." He has also written and published one book for boys, 
"The Cabin in the Big Woods," and two books for children, en- 
titled "The Witch-Crow and Barney Barlow" and "The Little 
(ire. n Coblln." 

His home life Is superb, for nothing Is allowed to mar the 
most perfect domestic happiness and concord. Of this he says, 
"I have the best wife in all the wide world, six good and healthy 
children, and would like to have more of the latter If I only had 
more cash." 

When the writer first visited McConnellsvllle, in September 
last, returning from the Canal Dover conventions. Dr. Naylor 
introduced us to the audience at each of the lectures given. He 
spoke right out In meeting and declared himself to be n Free- 
thlnk. r. a step hundreds are fearful to take because of the !n< -vi- 
ta bio Christian boycott. Dr. Naylor had to face this. Ho was 
three! l by I Methodist preacher because he refused to con- 
tribute twenty-Art dollars whicq l ad ben assessed a.<i>lr. t him 
by the church to build a new parsonage. The preacher threatened 
to drive him out of the community, but Dr. Naylor defied him. 
and the result Is that the preacher has left for parts unknown, 
but Dr. N a> lor remain* a proud conqueror on the field of intellect- 
ual freedom. (Jpoa the occasion of our first meeting, nr. Naylor 

presented us with a copy of two poems, namely, 'My Laddie's 
Life Letaon," which appeared In tho Blade si. me w. eks ago, and 
'TO Her who Keeps my Dwelling Place," These poems, hand- 
somely printed and mounted, now hang in gilt 'rallies on the 
chimney breast In my room, at home, with the picture of my 
little sop between them. He also presented me a copy of his 
DOOR, "The KentUCKian," which I read With I great deal of 
pleasure and sat isfaction. 

Upon the occasion of my last visit to McConnellsville, when 
I met Rev. McViy, in Joint debate, Iir. Naylor acted as my 

Moderator, and the orthodox are unable to oombat the growing 

principles of Kreethought against him. • 

What splendid encouragement Is here! What an incentive 
(OT I r< rj man and woman to itand up and be couple ] jp the oeOM 

of Intellectual freedom) What one map has dope la this con- 
neetion, every man may do. The world loves a tighter, it has 
little us.- lor . hopes. Be trow. Stand boldly forth. Courage, 
brotln r, and the battle Is won! 
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The Great Church Conspiracy 



Facts Culled From the History of the 
Formative Period of ths Republic 
Showing the Designs and Purposes 
of the Clerical Party. 



(By Judge PtfiU n. l.add.) 
Before the consideration of the main issue 

herein, a few preliminary remark! will be 

in order, the better to understand the force 
and magnitude of the matters involved in 
their article. 

I 'iiriii.; the existence of our American 
Colonial system of government) the most 
of our Colonists were Ignorant supertltious 
Christians; they had never thought, espe- 
cially on religious matters, which was 
dr cnicd lo be t he exclusive property of the 
priesthood, to be dealt out to the laity ns 
t he church deemed best for its lntere-ts. 
Protestantism was the folding star; few of 
the Pope's bovine then fed on American 
hills. There were few hooks, and they 
mostly of a religious nature i to question the 
truth of the oible was outlawry; the qui s- 
t.oner deserved death. The sciences had 
not been born; hlsto-y was in its Infamy. 
Ancient records unknown. 

At the time of the formation of our gen- 
enil government, Jefferson, backed by a 
few Freethinkers, proclaimed that all men 
were treated free, that they had certain 
inalii nable rights (rights that no power 
fould deprive them of), among which VI re 
those of life, liberty and th" pursuit of hap- 
piness; that to secure these rights, govern- 
ments an- Instituted thriving their Just 
powers from the consent of the governed. 

This language carries, by implication, 
that no other kind of governni nt is toler- 
able. On this theory our Federal govern- 
ment was instituted. Willi these ivse-ved 
lights, no one OOUld be dOprlVi 'I of life, lib- 
erty, etc., except tiny be forfeit! d for 
actual crime, — crime per se against his 

fellow man. Tiat each one itaoold he al- 
lowed to do as he likes, so long as he does 
not interfere with the like rights of others, 

is not only a principle of natural law, hut is 
sanctioned by all writers on government 

anil political economy. 

in the formation or our Fed >ral compact, 

the Constitution, being a limitation of pow- 
er, left with the •several I tat 01 full author- 
ity over tile questions of free speech, press 
ami religion, simply agreeing that the Fed- 
eral government shall not Intl rfon i here- 
with. This, by .some who ar 1 not lawyers 

lias been though! to he a goal mtee of free 
■peech, free press, ami religious liberty ; 

but in this they arc mistaken. 



The original thirteen St ate*, and all 

which eaiM iii thereafter, s-.ing the wis- 
dom as embodied in the Federal Constitu- 
tion, followed in the wake, and put into their 
State constitutions provisions similar to 
those in the Federal compact. 

For a time, and while Christianity held 
the field, the clergy were too stupid to real- 
ize the force of these constitutional provis- 
ions, but time sad growing intelligence were 
working Dhangt s. Men of BOOTS advanced 
thought, followed by others of lo.-- learning, 
begun to s(,> that Christianity was out of 
joint, — in conllict with science, history, 

natural law and common sense, a change 

set in; it continued to Increase; men of 
courage became outspoken, and Freet bought 

publications sprung up everywhere. 

The fact that Christianity was not true 

Impregnated the very stmosphers nntU the 

clergymen began to see that their people 
were deserting the church,— their turkey 
and clilckin dinners falling off: that their 
old church attendants srsre vacating their 
pews; that they were soon destined to 
preach to empty benches That time came, 
when only a few stray matrons with ears 
set to catch meaningless soun.ls, a few hoys 
young nnd foolish, a handful nl vestal vir- 
gins on the lookout for mates, id and lis- 
tened to priestly Jargon as it echoed from 
unoccupied I)' nehes. The Protestant clergy 
were starving ; their cloth commanded little 
respect; their influence was gone; the 
choice between honest Work and starvation 
was nt their very thresholds. Something 
must be done! A modified ehUUge in their 
Creeds, with the elimination of hell, failed 
to bring the turkey or fhickui not even an 
opossum dinner was at their band: they 
must have food, hunches, music. Cicatrical 
performances were icsorej o in vain to 
attract people to their chun-ln s. Despera- 
tion In the clerical face fra I everywhere) 
visible. Food must be had; honest work 
was out of the question. The tactics of the 
ROOUUI hierarchy had not been tried. Some- 
thing desperate must be done. A few cler- 
ics, more thoughtful limn the others, called 
for church unli n. In union t hey saw 
strength. The Protest :i m chill i lies of 
America must meet In council; the hungry 
priesthood responded with alacrity. The 
result was the meeting of :aiti conspirators 

in convention in the Oitj ol New fork in 

IMS, All WSfe clergymen, if I am correctly 

informed. , xeept four. -Justices Brewer and 

Harlan, of the C. S. BttPreUM Court; Cross- 
cup, of the V. S. Circuit Court (men better 
known for their piety and zeal than for their 



legal ability); to this trio came the Lleu- 
tenant-Covernor of New York, who left a 
nest-egg i hat he hoped to ha'ch Into a full- 
grown Qovemor. To this gathering. Roo- 
sevelt, as he is wont to do, by letter or mes- 
sage, opened hjs ugly mouth, not this time 
to vllllfy Congress, but to these conspira- 
ti re, telling them, not of his coming lion 
bunt in Africa, whire he experts to delight 
his pious soul in the act of killing wild ani- 
mals. Put of his regrets that he could not 
be present to urge them on In their nefar- 

i us undertaking tor the suppression of per- 
sonal liberty by the rr -enactment of the old 
Blue laws of Massachusetts and Connect I- 
cutt. 

For the proceedings of this body of con- 
■plratorSi I acknowledge myself indebted to 
numerous documents sent DM by A. J. S. 
BordeaU, Secretary of the •Pacific Relig- 
ion- Liberty Association." 

Judge Brewer, at that gathering, express- 
ed his regrets ti nt the Catholic Church was 
not there represented. 

The Conspirators' Declaration of Principles: 

I. The confederated churches are going 
into politics to stay, not as a political party, 
hut to co-operate as a prodigious organiza- 
tion; to make its demands on existing par- 
ties fer the enactment of such laws as may 
he called for by this religious organization. 

II. To amend : !i • Federal Constitution so 
as to put Christianity on a government 
basis. 

III. To see that all Congressmen. State 
Legislators, an,! other officials are forced to 
act in the interest of the church. 

IV. The co-operation of the churches Is 
i he only way to force n ine nit churches 
into this confederacy, by the me of the boy. 
eott as used by the labor uni ms. 

V. Thai with the churches divided, as in 
the past, power Is lacking: that this body 
is going to follow tin- example tat by Rome: 
that another general council, to Include all 
the Protestant churches of iac world, will 
follow this, all to unite in the image of the 

itonian hierarchy, s>> as to be able to intiict 

penalties upon dissenters. 

in this declaration of principles, the ob- 
jects of this confederation of conspirators 
is too plain and deaf to admit of a shadow 
of a doubt. It means absolute power of the 
churches over our civil governments, Fed- 
eral and State, for forced obedience to the 
Cl urohi the restoration of the Roman Inqui- 
sition with all the devices of torture and 
death which Were there used, LC be followed 
by another period of the DarK Ages, which 



4 



BLUE CRASS BLADE 



H te wd all Kurope to a state of savagery, 
whore poverty, piety, squalidity and crime 
held all Europe In tne grasp of the terrible 
IKjwer of the church. Already, in many of 
the States, this hellish work tias been com- 
menced by the forced enactments, which 
vitc. And If I am correcly Informed, this 
vere. And, If I am correctly informed. thl» 
corporation of clergymen, styling itstir, 
"The International Reform Bureau," has its 
emissaries in all our States, who are send- 
in?; out to candidates for Important offices 
inquiries as to their standing on the c|u- s- 
tions of Sunday laws; nor is this all, for 
this body oi conspirators have their agents 
In ■•very legislative body when in session, 
as now in our California gislnture, de- 
manding the enactment of luttdej laws. Ws 
are just in receipt of a report from Pen- 
■MOta, Florida, where several am-ats of 
merchants have been made for (Dial 1 0 
• hi Ir BOUatlng rooms for their Sunday mail. 
This is about « (jual to the old Bin lnw rB> 
gime of Massachusetts ai d C< line cficuit. 

arfaers people were fined am! Imprisoned 

for gi.lng els( when on Sunday than tO W 
from chureli, and where all w re required 
to attend and pay taxes for the support or 
the preac her. 

Kri I me n of America!— in this boasted 
land of the free and home of the brave,— 
ate you going to remain ldl«, — tndifforen< 
to your fate, while this hellish body of con- 
spirators Is already forging th chains and 
handcuff.- with which tO bind yon to dun- 
geon floors, as criminals, for < ■.< rcislng 
BStare'l free gift of conse'ence. the inallen- 
able right of life mid liberty, tot dc tS| OB 
Sunday what may lawfully be done on the 
otlur six duys of the week. On this the 
supreme laws of natute DUlki no diff r. DC . 
The universe m ves on, the planets revolve, 
tin vegetables and anlnmls on our earth 
under the laws of nature make no diffi r- 

■ nee. 

To nature all days are alike Better that 

■ very lover of liberty put on bis armcr and 
go forth to do his duty; better die In the 

,-truggie tot liberty than to be enslaved, 

tortured and finally named to the stake by 
this conclav, of priestly criminals. 

Prudence and justice nail t. r the en raise 

of all peaceful means before a resort to 
arms. Let < ur p r ssen l orgnnlmtion Hint 

meet the enemies of liberty on their own 
u round : demand Of all Candida* is for office 
their status on Sunday laws: Into the 
several Stale legislatures sOd demand en- 
act mint s of laws making It | penal i Hi n 8 
for any clergyman to deini.nd 01 receive any 
eoinpensation, directly or Indirectly, fur his 
services as a preacher or teacher of relig- 
ion: force them to get their living by hon- 
est work on the six days of the week, so if 
they desire, and deem their religion of any 

benefit to man. tbejt BSB preach ft W Sun 

day. in this way, we will stand on the Bier 



lyman'l own platform. There let us fight 
out the Issue with this nefarious conclave 
of o< nsplrators. who are sailing under the 
piratical flag of a "Reform Bureau." Let 
us throw down the gauntlet, raise the flag 
of liberty from priestly rule— from all Sun- 
day laws! 

Should these ( inspirators succeed, we 
shall have church and state united; the 
church to dictate the laws and the obedient 
Stntl 'o enforce them, as in the Dark Ages. 
This nefarloUR band of conspirators boasts 
that it has already brought within its fold 
all of the SJSSBln UgiOUS organizations, and 
Is now at work to capture the labor unions 

No man who prizes personal liberty am! 
knows for what !t stands, should allow him- 
self to underestimate the strength and des- 
perate character of this band of plunderers. 
— th's so-called "National Reform Associa- 
tion." Better that all go down In s Btraggla 
than to submit lo slrvo.y at he band* of 
this re!!i-.i ^aatteiSm. 

As the Sundav question is the prSSSUl 
Is-ue, it will he in Order here to give the 
render I brief history of the Sabbath and 
Sunday. The farmer had Its oriirln. ne- 
cording to our b's< Assyrloloeists, with the 
Akkadians or BbunltSS, more than 8.000 
years ago, where the most stringent Inws 
fe r Hfl observance were enforced, which, in 
time, spread among tlie orie ntal nations, and 
ares to the Egyptians, while the Sunday 
was of Roman origin, as we shall see later 
on. 

These Akkadian B, or BHunttSSi say our 

bl li writers, seem to h ive' been the authors 

of the stories of creation, or the first pair, 

etc. or the flood, ate, They SretS not only 
astrologe rs, but bad correct notions or our 
solar system; or the revolutions of our 
planets. They determined the solar year: 
divided It Into twelve months, nnd Into 
weeks of severn days. Neptune nnd I'ranus. 
not having been discovere d by th' se people's 
th'y n s m sd the se\,>n known planets ami 
called the' days of the week n ft*T them, — 
Sunday after the sun; Monday after the 
moon: Tuesday for Mars; Wednesday Tor 

Mercery ; Tharsda; rer Jupiter; Friday for 

Venus; Saturday tor Saturn, which was the 
si ranch ''ay. To these six pisnsts. as gods, 
Ihese people ascribed the creatltm or the 

world, sseh planetary god working one 

day. The work having been completed on 
the sixth day — Friday — these nods got llred 
and rested on the seventh day — Saturday. 

o lebrating their srorh by eCering up pray- 
ers and sacrifices to the Sun— the greatest 
Of all the gods, thereby laying the founda- 
tion ror keeping this day In honor or ihe 
Sun. 

The Egyptians. Tollowing In the wake of 
tbSSS old lesjeads, made their day or rest 
rail on Saturday The II i lev ws, copying 
from these stories found among the ar- 
chives or the ruined citbs or Babylon, con 



solidated these six gods into one — .Ihvh, — 
to whom they ascribed the whole wo-k of 
creation. He worked six days, got tired, 
celebrated his work, and rested on the sev- 
enth, Saturday— Sabbath— the day of Sat- 
urn, which this people everywhere observed 
In honor of their god Jahveh. 

Strict observance of the Sabbath by the 
Akkadians, or Elamitcs, followed by the 
Bab; tonians, was enforced by the laws of 
those peoples more than 1,000 years ago, 
more than 1,000 years befon Moses, Ezra 
and .Ihvh made the world, If we are to be- 
lieve the Bible. Cooking, washing, clean- 
or clothes, offering sacrifices, riding, even 
by the king, public speaking, taking medi- 
cine, were all prohibited by these nncient 
peoples on the Sabbath day. On this day 
all had to dress in w.ilte; no garments 
euuld be changed; the king Ootid not hold 
lii noarti the ge neral could give no orders 

to iiis troops, 

As to the Sunday, It was of Roman orl :in» 

and was established in honor of the Roman 

Son-god, Axiolio. 

The observance of I he day having rallen 
Into disuse, both the Christiana ami pa- 
1 ease both parlies, Constnntlnc while yet a 
pagan, in the year "2" C. E., IsSUSd an 
edict, which reads: 'On the wmrnble day 
ol the Sun, let the magistrat is Bad oeople 
In the cities rest, and let all work-slops be 
closed." 

It is this VSaSTSbh dav ol the sun-god of 
pagan Rome that these priestly conspira 

tors are now attempting to revive and force 
on the trsB people or sJnerhM by fines and 
Imprisonment, Lei them have all the rest 

and n llgkM they want, Sunday and all 
oilier days, te> their heart's conte nt, bat 

they must keep their bloody bands oh* our 
civil government, and off the personal lib- 
erty of our people; otherwis i, war to the 
Unite, and the knife to the hilt. 

The American clergy, of all men. are the 
ten st vindictive, cruel and unscrupulous; 
their reoord la I trail Of human blood; the 
word, honor. Is not in their vocabulary; 
truthfulness is DOT* unknown to tin in; de- 
ceit is their fort; the dupe ;t.d the young 
virgins ol their Mocks are their victims. 
PUT NO CONFIDKNCH IN THBhfl 
The green grass growing on the grave of 
tlr burl cleric will, alone. BOOMS to the 
World the. ripe fruit of peacv. liberty, pro- 
gress. Immunity and happiness. 



CHALLENGE TO DE2ATE. 



"That the Hebrew God and Nature, or the 
Material Universe Are the Self-Same 
Thinn." 

For terms, address 

MARION W. MARLEV, Bucklin, Kan. 
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A Scriptural Cannibal 



What Came as a Result of Attending a 
Baptist Meeting in "Frog Holler" 
and Getting Converted. 

(By B, J. Beals-Hoffpc.uir.) 
"Lord, yes. He'd done gore and turned 
plum cunnibal," MM Sid Walker, as the 
group of church folks closed iu about him 

10 get the full benefit of the forthcoming 
ptWHM story. 

He shoro war, " continued Sid, "en If I 
ken remember kerectly my roudin' what I 
done iu skule, a cannibal is one of these 
folks et eats other folks, 'en th<t wuz jest 
whut Jed Hawkins was a try in ter do." 

"Ycr see, it happened sump n like this. 
The Baptists wuz a bavin a tamp-meetiir 
our in Frog Hull* r, un' Jcl hed been a 
teiidin' right reg'ler and war a waxin' firm 
in the faith. .Now me Hawkinses and we 
uns lived clost together, au' se.eiu' as how 
the old lolks wuz tuo porely to tend a— til' 
over in the Holler, we uus stayed a home 
so's the old uns wouldn't feel too powerful 
lonesome while Jed was a tendin' meetin'. 

"N'ow, Jed would come home pretty reg- 
ler atter night meetin's, and we uus would 
go over an' hear him tell about the eouviek- 
shuns and the mighty uut-iHJiirin's, and so 
on. Vou know Jed kin talk pretty powerful 
like a preacher hlssclf when he gits let out, 
and sometimes ol man HuwU.iis would git 
undir conviekshuu a listenin' at Jed, an' 
am i while h«' d git ter feelin' uv the spirit 
an' shout about and cap< r round mightily. 
An' we uus would shout jest ter keep lime, 
it war a sight ter the world. An' alter the 
ol' man would eool down we uus would tote 

011 home. Well, one night when Jed wuz a 
eomin' home from the Holler, my ol" lady 
got sick and we uns couldn't go over, but 1 
laid awake mi' listened atter 1 went ter 
bed, kitse I know d ol' man Hawkins would 
commence a feelin' it soon as Jed got work- 
ed up. So utter While, jest about as I doze I 
off, I liea rn ol' man Hawkins holler like he'd 
had a misery struck him; so i tickled Liza 
in the ribs tin' sez: 'Hawkins is a teelin' 
ov 11.' An' she listened awhile and 'lowed 
iis how he seenu d to be a carry In' on was 
en usual, an' she guess'd shed go over, as 
she didn't feel sick any mere. So while she 
was a put tin' on her duds. I lit in ter shew 
lur what a powerful thing religion wuz tin' 
how as when It got inter a man's system 
he wuz li'ble ter do most tiny kind ov rai 
ryin' on. when nil to onct old Hanger set up 
a barkin' like he'd seen a 'coon a sneaUiu' 
round. So I gits up an' looks out, an' bless 
me If thar warn't old lady llaukins a OOBtio' 
a-iolliu' down the hill to the best ov no* 



ability, an' er hollerin' ter DM ter come 
quick. 1 run ter meet iter iu a right smart 
hurr>, an' axed her ter come Ifl an spialu 
matters; but all sue could taj wuz: Lite 
on; quick, Jed is ealln' Pa!' 

".Now, 1 lowed as now it Jid war a aoiift' 
ov him, thar warn t no lime ler be losi , as 
1*1 ntatr BAWMbi war.it any ton I g ter ! oin- 
meuce with; so 1 ups and ilt out. Wen. 
sir, when I got thar it wur a tight ter the 
world. Jed an' the ol man war down on 
the floor a roll.u over <m over, and Jed 
war a cbuwiu' on the of DMtt'l leg, au' the 
ol man was a couiplaiuiu' powerful anxious 
like that Jed wuz a ealiu' ov bin, Wall, in 
about less than a nduit, 1 VII undtr cou- 
vitkshun, us the) say in church, thet the ol' 
man needed help; so 1 uftvd with my coat 
tat lowed as how 1 bu*t the counec.ious. 
-Now, 1 declare that wur a job, but 1 spii in 
my hands an' lit in. 1 HMMeled an' pulkd 
an' kicked, but it looked as now Jed war a 
gwine ter eat the ol' mail iu .spite ov me. 
An' the ol' man he kept on a holleriu'. 

'Jost about tluu the wlmmeu folks BUM 
a piliu' in, but the ol lady wuz so upsot 
about the way Jed wuz a ea.ryiu' on that 
she jest sat Hat ou the lloor an' cried an" 
woiuh red what wuz a inakiu' him do It ; 
an' all that time Jed kept a cliaw.n' on the 
ol' man's leg, au' the ol' man lu pt a holler- 
iu', an' the ol' lady couldu * help a bit. 
Hunt this lime Jed wuz a aim in' ov htm 
powerful, an the ol' muii's holler wuz a 
Kit tin plum pitiful, an' 1 up an' lows to 
DM as iiow stnnpin s got te>* be did. So 
woman like she sez: 'You ehofcc him awhile 
air I'll look around a spill.' 

"Well, 1 didn't ha\e time t8f argue with 
ii woman, so 1 gits down an' goes ter OboklB' 
Jed. Jed's neck wuz powerful tough, an' 1 
didn't think 1 wuz a trouhliu' him any, till 
all ov a suddlut he turned loose an' went 
up In the air like one ov thos i sky rockets 
but not quite so high. It 'sprised me M 
•hit I fergol about the ol' mat. an' J« ' <> 
thar tin' ast him how OMM he ter done It, 
but whut .led wuz a sayiu warn't tit fer 
t'hristuu ears. HI 1 as 1 smelt lomOthlBfl thet 
reminded me ov scaldln' hogs au' seed my 
ol' woniiin a btandin' with ;i .-teaniin' tea-pot 
in her hand, I understiHid Hi situation to 
OMt That woman ov untie had DOWed 
hot waier on Jed's buck an. I thet BOrtCT 
dlKconsarti el him an' he got up. Then I 
looks around huntin' ov tin ot' man a- lias 
been chawed an' finds him in the corner a 
rabbin' the calf ov his leg an" a lookin' sort 
of sknrt like. Hut when he seed my ol' 
woman with tint the* tea-kittle, he' lowed 
t#T himself as how Jed were tit a goin' ter 
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do any more leg chawin that night; so he 
OHM out an' acted brave. 

Well, that hot water had cooled Jed down 
some, |i ast-wise it drawed out that chaw in 
spit it an' w e uns commenced ter get cur'us 
ter know what made him do It, 'kase fer a 
chile fer to try ter chaw up its I'a warn't 
no commen thing among us Christun people. 

Well, we put tl.e question best we could. 
bo's not ter harass him an' he 'lowed It wuz 
'eordbl' ter serlpehur— said the spirit ov the 
Lord had bid him do It— thet he wuz a actln' 
fer the Lord.not fer hisself. 

Then the ol' man got up In his camp 
..' way an' lowed as how Jed couldn't 
pint out a single passage ov serlpehur as 
would justerfy a boy in chawin' on his ol' 
0*44] in -itch an unfeelin' manner, an' a 
MUTjrin' on like one ov them wild heathen 
fellers. 

Then Jed he got down the Bible an' 
OB t: .1 it an' commenced In 'hat preacher 
w.v Of his'n: 'From the prophet Kzekle], 
v no 10: Therefore the father 
shall eat the tons in the midst of thee and 
ill sons shall cat the fathers.' 

"Wall, the ol' man had to Tow as how It 
war a powerful strong scripohtir argument, 
but he also 'lowed is how he thank ■ feller 
ought ter be guided by feelin' In preference 
ter Scrip, hur sometimes, specially when he's 
briti' chaw.d. Anyhow, he said Jed wuz 
wrong bekase it said the 'fathers shall eat 
tin sons' fust, an' thet Jed had stai'ed in 
without givln' hltn a fair wants'. 

"1 W ok Jed off ter one side an' axed him 
it' hi didn't think he'd been a little prema- 
nire, an' explained t. r him thet accordln" 
ter the serlpehur the father wuz ter eat 
fust, an' .also lowed ter him thet If thet 
■cripohor had |ol ter be fulfilled to the 
letter in Happy Valley, we uns wuz a goln' 
t. r tee thet it wuz done properly an' on 
the square. 

•Tin n Jed thunk a mlnlt. an' lowed as 
how tin t he wuz young he might not be 
clnre on his -cripchur. an' he also 'lowed 
that his fresh manifestations of Christun 
lore might be accounted fer by the fact thet 
ht bod been helpin' a preneh< r ketch some 
baek-slid church members In North Carllny 
an' bring home some ov the necessaries ov 
lite, an' thet he didn't think he'd carry on 
o s.fiptiously ngin soon, an thet if I'd 
drop the matter whnr It war an' not say 
any more Unit It, he'd tell me whar he had 
his jug hid an' I could go and hep mv- 
sef." 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY 



SOIL is nothing but acquired oharac 

TERS— THE EVOLUTION OE INTELLECT 
PRESERVATION OF LIFE THE AIM 
NATURE. 



^JJy Dr. A. Hausman.) 

It has been stated in the Brat chapter thai a 11 human 
knowledge depended en the uniform construction of our 
organi of sense and the quality of all perceptions received 

through them. This maxim we must apply fO the entire 
animal kingdom and say thut the MUne natural power- 

have produced the organs of tattle on exactly the samo 
principle, and, further, that all intellectual functions are 
essentially the same and diiler in quantity only, not in qual- 
ity, .Man's soul is, so to speak, superior to the soul of 
animals in size only, not in character. It we observe the 
anirpfllt without prejudice, we must admit that their actions 
under given oonditiom denote a mental impulre essentially 
the same as our own motives and inferior only in degree. 

If we found it very ditiietdt to estimate approximately 
the relative value of organic structure, in regard to the 
higher Of lower rank of the animal, we find It slill more 
impossible to measure Uh- mental faculties. However, a 

comparison of the actions of the animals will enable us 
to establish the same progressive scale for the mental 
faculties as we did for the anatomical structures, beginning 

with the cell and ending with man. Hi re too, the dis- 
tance- between the higher apes and the lower rtiOSI of ma.i 
will be insignilicant in Comparison with the wide gap be- 
tween the former and some lower animals. As remarked 
before, it is a common error, at times perha [s committed 
on purpose, to place the civilized Caucasian side by side 
with the ape. This is foolish and unfair, because nob" iiv 
claims that the modern man sprung directly from the apt 
there are many intermediate types between him and bi- 
annual ancestor. We must compare the lowest savage: With 
the highest ape, then we will see that the missing link lie 
twees the souls is as short SJ the one between the bodies. 

The best proof that our boasted divine sold consists in 
nothing but acquired characters is furnished by the evolu- 
tion of man himself, it has been shown thai the genera- 
tion of a single individual means a short abbreviated repe- 
tition of the history of the entire animal kingdom, and 
the evolution of the soul is no exception from this rule. 
The human egg ha- no intellect and it is not at, all probable 
thut a child in the womb has any other lhan purely in- 
stinctive or involuntary impulses. Immediately after birth 
a child ranks in intellect far below any adult animal, but. 
it has inherited the capability ,of higher mental develop 

ment. Thus every individual ha- to transcUT the same 
mental as well as physical process of evolutiou, from .he 
eell to the perfect man. 

It is impossible to reconcile the psychological phi aomeiui 



with the idea of an independent soul. What becomes <f 
the soul during the sleep, or during the narcosis produced 
by tho application of anaesthetics, chloroform, or ether ( 
Science explains sleep by the accumulation of certain sub- 
Btanoes in the blood, which interfere with the functions of 
the brain. During the sleep the blood is renewed by tho 
elimination of these obnoxious elements. la producing 

artificial unconsciousness (juoro profound than common 

sleep), through the inhalation of chloroform, the blood is 
impregnated with materia causing suspension of conscious- 
ness. We oan easily imagine that this sleep passes gradual- 
ly and imperceptibly into real death, as it sometimes hap- 
pens, but we cannot understand why an intelligent soul 
should become unconscious during sleep und regain cou- 
sciousness after death. 

Similar objections are raised against, evolution of intel- 
lect aa were mentioned in the preceding chapter and if the 
orthodox advocates of the divine soul ask in a supercilious 
manner: How can the atoms produce thought 1 We can 
simply reply that we hope to be able to answer this ques- 
tion as soon as they are able to tell us what an atom is. 
Even when we don't know how the brain thinks, our ignor- 
ance in this respect does not refute the logical deduction 
derived from facts, that it does think. Indeed if knowl- 
edge of the last cause was a "conditio sine qua non," for 
science, it would be time to close all schools and colleges, 
denounce progress and civilisation and return to the state 
of barbarism, whence we came. The question "why/' can 
always be asked but, will never be answered when applied 
to nature. While il is impossible to maintain the idea 
Of an independent soul in the face of irresistible evidence 
furnshed by natural history, the advocates of the dualists 
body can nut -how a single fact in support of their theory. 
How can they explain the evolution of intellect in a child) 
Does I he hud throw the soul from heaven piece mi alf To 
illustrate the relation between body ami soul, the latter 
i- sometimes compared to a player and the brains to I'll 
instrument, which can not produce the right tune when 
out of order. Bui ii i- impossible to understand why i!.c 
soul can become self-dependent only after death and re- 
quires during life time the association with a sound brain. 
What becomes of the conscious sou] during sleep and where 

doe- il go to after death '. 

In whatever light we regard the question, we cannot 
discover a .-ingle reason why we should believe the soul to 
be immortal and if 'people believe that persona] desire is 
BUfficienl proof, they oiler a very poor argument. Nature 
does not respect, human wishes; there are but few people 
who want to die, but ibis unwillingness does not avert tho 
inexorable decree of death. 

There are id" course the promises of the bible, but theso 
can not concern ti- here, for people believing in that hook- 
as a revelation of a higher being are unlit to recognize and 

appreciate the truth. 
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CHAPTER V. 
Oitjtcr ow Lira. Rxuoioa ami Natvxal Trkoxt. 

PUBWVATIOH 01 Lin THX Aim or N.vr i 1:1.. 1mi:l- 
i.i.citai. Fka n i;i:s Om.v nil-. .Mi.a.ns mm: THIS 

PtrsFouEj Not Tin. Objkot [tuut, Boot a. 

Lira ok Man ami Animals. 

Why do we live! 1 The only true end sensible answer to 
this question is, we don't know. We muil accept life 
simply ;is a tact which nature has created without asking 
our content We know that it lasts a certain time, which 

it i- in our power to shorten when dissatisticd with our 
existence. To speak in regard to nature of purpOM is 
absurd. Ohjeet and purpose are human conceptions and 
apply to human affairs only. In nature we know only 
Causes and effects and when we speak of an aim or object 

in regard to the latter, it is dune to facilitate understanding! 
Why does the earth, sun or universe exist '. What does the 
presence of man signify in the universe, what i- the short 
•pan id" human life in eternity What right has man to 
claim a destination supreme to that of OUT earth, uf which 
he forms an infinitesimal part and which itself is hut a 
s| eck in the universe ? 

Before man had sufficiently advanced in science to know 
something about himself, he was vain enough believe his 

insignificant person the center of creation. The earth ex- 
isted only for the purpose to serve as his habitation, the 
sun and stars were made to illuminate his days and eights, 
all the other animal- were created for his special service, 
to lie eaten or used by him in any way he might see lir. 
His life on earth was only a transient existence, prepara- 
tory to a higher, refined, eternal state of perfection. The 
stupid conceit expressed in these sentiments i- uuly grand: 
The sun which is larger than all the planets taken together, 

nay, even the universe in which the whole BOlar system is 
but a mite, created Ottly for man; a mote dancing in the 
sun light for a moment and disappearing in oblivion. And 

such nonsense is still taught in schools in this enlightened 

century. 

(Joethe's illustrious words defining the moral value of 
man, quoted in the preceding chapter, are literally true: 
"More beastly than a beast," in a good and bad sense. 

Animals had never intelligence enough to fall into such a 
grave error as to believe themselves of a divine nature and 
although they are continually waging a war of extermina- 
tion against each other, they could never use such fiendish 
cruelty as man, by virtue of hi- superior intellect. Further 
on we shall see how miscoiicept ion of man and his relation 

to nature, as expressed in the tenets of religion, led to the 

darkest, barbarous period of history and that the better 
understanding of the natural law- and force-, the beginning 
of science, Is equivalent with the inauguration of a no* 

era of reason, which has just commenced to dawn. l!ut 
out next task will be to investigate if man really possesses 
a higher moral standard for his actions than the animal. 

Since we have no other means of measuring intellectual 
faculties, except by the action of an individual, resulting 
from a mental impulse, we must draw our conclusions 
frmn a comparative Study of the social life of animals and 
man. Man is a gregarious or social animal, living in com 
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m unities or states, bound together by mutual interest. In 
this respect he docs not rank above the animals, who no; 
only live in flocks, hand- and herds, but also in well regu- 
lated communities and states, like the bees and ants. Some 
savage race-, Australians and rTuegans, who have neither 
property nor social organization, are inferior t) these little 
Insects in this respect The instinct of self [ reservation 
ha- assumed a peculiar form in all gregarious animals, it 
shew- itself just a- strong in behalf of the whole com- 
munity as in behalf of the single individual, indicating 
that the interest of the single members of width the state 
is composed, has become Identical. This moral impulse, 
called patriotism, is found to exist with the same intensity 
in animal-. Any one who ha- ever observed the bravery 
with which the ant- defend their home against the intrusion 
of a larger enemy, can not deny these little heroes the 
testimi By that they do as much as any man can do, sacri- 
tiee themselvos for the general welfare. \n matter how 
many are killed and torn to pieces, others will take their 
place until the enemy is driven off or the defenders are 
annihilated. Among the mammals we find similar in- 
stances of mutual aid and assistance. 

To call these moral qualifications "instinct" in animals, 
in order to indicate that they sprung from a lower mental 
impulse, doe- not alter the fact that they are equivalent 
to similar moral manifestations in man. We 'mow that all 
civili/ed nations have risen from a barbarous state and 

archaeology distinguishes several periods of progress, the 

ptone. bronze and iron age, the latter two including the 

historical time. No doubt there was a still lower state <>t 

man, in which even the use of artificially shaped ston.s 
was unknown, and we can easily imagine how in the 

struggle with the terrible beasts of prey his safety and 
existence depended upon the banding together of a large 
number of individuals. It did not require any religion or 
higher moral impulse to induce the individuals to form 
a itrong coalition, the instinct of self-preservation being 
quite sufficient, as we see it in the animal- mentioned above. 
At a later period when the animals were completely con- 
quered, the Struggle Of existence went OH as tierce as ever 
between the various specie- or races of man and it still 
■OS on among the nations of the present day. The civilize! 
nations ruling the world, owe their supremacy to theii 
1 hysical power, achieved by means of their superior intel- 
lect. 

We were taught in school that government kVas an insti- 
tution Imposed ami ordained by god and consequently had 
to he respected and obeyed as divine We know better 
now, government is the natural result of Noial life, alike 
in principle in animals and man. From this conformity 
in social organisation, we may justly infer that equal causes 
exist for both. A community or nation i- composed of 
single individuals, each one of which is endowed with 

certain menial qualities from which emanates the Impulse 
of action. These are usually called instincts in animals 
but since thej have no higher moral value in man, I con- 
glder it more appropriate to apply this appelation to both. 

They arc the instincts of self-preservation, sympathy ami 

love'. 

The instinct of self-preservation must be considered the 
(Continued on Page 12.) 
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MOKE ABOUT THE DEBATE. _ 

Nearly OtM hundred letters have been received asking 
lor ftome information concerning the retult Of the recent 
debate al < anal Dover, Ohio. 

In addition thereto thirty-two applications have been 
received by mail, for sample copies of the lilade, and it 
i- doubtful if any similar conn -t DM ever created such 

wide spread interest all over Ohio. 

Having written about the debate, which appeared in the 

editorial column, it bad l>een deemed all-sufficient, but m 

view of the many impiiries being made and the evident 

interest, together with lueh an enormous task ai would be 
required to write each correspondent a personal letter, it 
in almost necessary that something further be said and j. 
oopy of the Blade mailed to each one for answer. 
Among the causes that have contributed to iiiis interest 

is the fact that notices and reviews of the debate were 
widely and prominently published by the largest daily 
papers in Ohio, among them being the < 'incinnati Enquirer, 
Cleveland New-, Cleveland header, Ohio State Journal, 
of Columbus, and the Columbus Dispatch. The Cleveland 
papers were especially interested. They instructed their 

Canal Dover correspondents to tend, by wire, extended re- 
ports of the debate, including attendance, result, etc. Al- 
though we have not had a copy of the Cleveland papers, it 
La certain that the News felt rather favorabli , for upon 
arriving home I found that they had telegraphed to Lexing- 



ton for a copy of my picture. The wide publicity accorded 
brought many of these letters to the Blade office, and we 
are happy to say that over eighty new sub-cribers have 
been added to the Blade's mailing list and more clubs are 
in process of formation. All this is gratifying in the ex- 
treme and the result has been a re-awakeniug for Five- 
thought. 

Before the debate was opened arrangements had been 
made for a stenographic report of all the speeches, but the 
argument llowed to«. fast so that even a fair transcription 
of the notes was found to be impossible and our plan of 
publication had to be abandoned. One of the local papers, 
the Evening Herald, a truly independent daily, gave a fair, 
and rather excellent report of the whole debate, with full 
justice being given to both tides. Limited space alone pre- 
vent* a full re-publication of this in the lilade, as it ex- 
tended to four columns each day and one full i>sue would 
be nece-.-ary to print it. For the benefit if those who 
have written to us, as well as Blade subscribers, generally, 
the introduction as given by the Canal Dover paper above- 
mentioned, is reproduced here, and from these our many 
friends may be capable of forming some satisfactory con- 
cluaioa concerning the result. 

The late Sam Jones is accredited with having made a 

statement about the •■hit dog giving a yelp" and an inei 

dent of the Saturday morning following the close of the 
debate Friday night, almost prove* its truth. It 
is evident that some orthodox Christian in Canal Dover 
felt mightily hurt, and yet, true, to orthodox courage and 
manliness, the injured person had to resort to an anony- 
mous letter in an effort to hurt my feelings. Usually no 
notice would be taken of such a letter. When a man or 
woman writes such a letter and has not the courage to 
sign his or her name, they are not deserving of notice. The 
letter in question was without date or signature. It was 
mailed in Canal Dover, as the postmark on the envelope 
indicated. It was addressed t" me at the Central Hotel. 
Mr. Walter llardoty, my moderator and persona] friend, 
also received a similar letter in the- same handwriting. 
As though ashamed of the production the handwriting was 

in an evident attempt at disguise to prevent Identification 

of the author. 

feeling complimented by receiving it, I read it aloud 
to all present in the hotel office. The letter, with its origi- 
nal spelling, is as follows: 

little man put your little blue tale between your blue leg! 

ami skip for ths bins Grass country never again try to dsbats 

willi an educated man. fou cirlainly displayed your ignorance. 

Some of your heathen friends are disgusted with you. 

For another view of the debate another Idler is given. 
It wai received on the second day. The author, with bis 
estimable wife, whom I have known for twenty years, were 
present on the first night, but had to leave in order to catch 
an outgoing ear for their home in Massillon. it is as 
follows: 

IfassUlon, Ohio, Feb. 5. lilt)!). 

Dear Charleaworth « 

Waal i" eongratulate you on your very good srgumenta las! 
in-lit, and was sorry we had t<" 'A<> before you had Buishsd your 
talk, it was ssrtainly painful to pan of that large audience 

to see their champion so unmercifully beaten. Really expected 
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you would have a tough nut to crack but, ye Gods have 
mercy on Mr. Keys**, 

Would like very much to hear you tonight ■gain but will 

not be able to come. Wishing you and yours all the g I 

tbiogl in this world (and the Best) I remain, as ever, 

Your friend, 

W. s. MOKE. 

Tho newspaper references to tin- debate, of which men- 
I ion is made above, are as follows: 

PROM EVENING HERALD, CANAL DOVER, OHIO, FEB- 
BUABY •">. 1900. 

The greatest forensic Contest of wliicli this city has been the 
scene in a score of years was held in the Dig Poor Open 
House last evening when Dr. I.. S. Keyser of this « iiy and 

John R Charleswoith. of Lexington, Ky.. debated the question 

of the divine inspiral ion of the bible. The debate brought out 
for open discussion dillicult bibliciil pSSSSgei and ►CCmiugly 
improbable an.l impossibls incidents cited by the bible. Almost 
in the very beginning of his arguinciit these were advanced bj 
Mr. CbnrieCWOrth as arguments and conclusive proof against the 
divine inspiration of the bible, but Dr. Key si r offered explana- 
tions i" practically all of the difficulties advaneed. 

Tht objections raised to a divinely Inspired bible were foe 
the most part those which have ever been the bulwark of the 

modern atheist's doubt and which have resulted in bis rejection 

of the bible. On the other hand Dr. Keyser's explanations to 

these difficulties were those sssignsd by orthodox theology in 

its interpretation of ami apology for the bible. 

The qusstioa for diseussioa was "Resolved, That than is 

suflicient inoriil, historical and scieniilic evidence to prove that 

the bible is the inspired word of God." Ti ^ time allotted to 

the speakers, seventx minutes for each divided into two speeches 
of forty ami thirty minutes, was all loo short for a thorough 
discussion of the question. Dr. Kcvser Started to produce the 
moral evidence and got no further when time was called on him. 
Mr. Charleswoith in his lirsl speech produced dillicult passages 
from the bible and apparent Inconsistencies ihe rebuttal of 
which demanded Dr. Keyser's attention during his second speech 
so that he could go no further with an affirmative argument. 
As is generally the case in such discussions, therefore, after 
the nrguinent bad gotten start. id it consisted only of apparent 
difhculties being offered by Mr. Charleswoith and attempts on 
Ihe part of Dr. KaySSf to explain then. 

The debate was attended by close lo a thousand people and 
the opera house was comfortably tilled. The whole audience 
was keenly interested in the debate, but it is a qUSStion if 
the opinions of many people were changed. Most people went to 

the masting with pretty deep seated eonvietions on ihe question 

and these were generally strengthened. In the MBS of a few 

who did not know just where the; stood one or the other 

speaker may have had some influence towards forming ;i positive 
opinion or changing a predilection in the opposite direction. 
In general, however, when thsy I'll the opera house after the 

debate, the Christians were stronglj of the opinion that Dr. 

Kcyser had far ihe best id' the argument while the allui>ls 
smiled al the tbooghl of how Mr. CharleSWOrtfa bad laid il all 
over his opponent. 

As a speaker Mr. Charlssworth had the sdvantage over Dr. 

Kevser. The former is possessed of not a lit lie oratorical abil- 
ity in which Dr. Keyset- is lacking. Tin- exponent of atheism 

could use sarcasm ami ridicule with much success and did so 
Continually while his opponent seldom employed I hesc arte. Mr. 
Cluirlcsw oi I h makes a line appearance on the platform ami has 
a powerful voice. Dr. Keyser. however, is, BS is Wi ll known, a 
forceful speaker. 



FROM EVENING HERALD, ( ANAL DOVER, OHIO, FEB- 
RUARY WW- 
" The second evening of the Keyser-Charlssworth debate proved 

even mote interesting than the Brat The attendance was better 
than on the drat evening and practically every seal in the bouss 

Wai taken. The enthusiasm WM more marked and applause 

grew frequent although the moderators had requested the audi- 
ence not to applaud the speakers during the course of their 
speeches. 

Mr. Charleswoith showed his oratorical ability cen to a 

greater extent than the evening before. He did not emptoj 
ridicule so often as he did the first evening but when he did 

it was with greater force. As a master of invective Cliarles- 
woeth has but few equals who have appeared on the platform 
in this city. 

The discussion was on the question "Rceolved, That the 
principles of secularism are better adapted to meet the needs 
and to promote the welfare id' the human family than are 
the principles of Christianity." Mr. CharleSWorth took the 
affirmative and Dr. Keyser the negative. Mr. Charlesworih was 
4fee first speaker and ill his opening speech he compared sonic 

of the principles of secularism with some of the principles of 

Christianity. Ik- look as the principles of Christianity some of 
the bible teachings as he interpreted them, denying to the church 

the right t" Interpret these teachings hut claiming that as he 

read them they WCTS Christian principles, and even denying to 
the church the right to correct what is considered errors in the 
old traaslations. 

Dr. Keyser, of course, refused to allow his opponent to state 
the principles of Christianity and to deny the church the right 
ti formulate them and upon this rock the discussion broke ana 
much of it thereafter was given to debating what are Christian 
principles. 

Waller ('. Hardsaty acted as moderator. Mr. Charleswoith 

opened the argument in his first speech in* the evening with 

the Statement that secularism takes as its basic principles the 
demonstrated facts of physical science. Secularism he d. 'lined 
as "this worldistu." 

SPARKS FROM Tin-: anvil 

Since the publication of my hut letter T hftve visiteil 
Marietta. M'( '"ltiiel-ville ami Ciivleville. Ohio, each in the 
order named. 

I hit one leotUN was given at Marietta. Had i left Canal 
Dover, in the -|>irit of a modern Alexander, -eeking for 

other worlds t<> conquer, my world would not have eon- 
fronted me in Marietta, for through mi-take and misunder- 
standing combined, no preparation- had been made for 
my coming, no public announcement of my lecture, ami, 
;i- a result, I had bnl fifteen in my audience. These had 

been brought together by telephone ami other means of 
.piiek communication. Under the oircumstances 1 did not 

talk long. I gave a brief exposition of the 1-' rc-thought po- 
sition in tin' world, demonstrated the incapacity and im- 
potency of everj system of theology, pointed out secular 

incentives to morality and urged unity of action among 

Freethinkers if we would hasten the day of our corning 
triumph. 

Small as my audience was. it did some good. At its 
clo-e. a Ifetbodiat minister came tO the front, took a seat 
ill a little circle we had formed, am! engaged in a friendly 
discussion. His name is Stafford. In hut a . ; 'i!e while ho 
was occupied in '•answering" instead of ••asking" questions 
and he was soon in a position to know and understand that 

there was more philosophy in Freethongfat than he had 
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given it credit for. Three of his church tnembtm were 
present urging him on and We had a real good time after 

all. 

Owing to the fact of Mrs. Helen M. Lueu being from 
home during the week previous, attending the lecture! at 
Dennison and the debate at Canal Dover, B general mis- 
apprehension arose as to my coming to Marietta. As .Mrs. 

Lucas and 1 were talking together at ('anal Dover, Friday 
night, neither of us knew it any arrangement! had been 
made for me. Mrs. Lucas left on an early train Saturday 
morning for -Marietta. By eleven o'clock I bad received 
a telegram from her telling me t<> come on for 8 lecture] Bt 
Marietta that same night, so I packed up rather hurriedly 
and left on the next train. 

While here I was again an honored guest at the 1 le of 

Mrs. Lucas. 1 was pleased, indeed, with the hospitality 

extended to me 0008 more. It WSJ I happy greeting. 

Sunday morning Mr. and Mrs. •!. 0. Dinsinore called 

with a large motor car and .Mrs. Lucas ami I went touring 
the city and the country roads until near dinner time when 
the Dinsmores had to leave for their home at St. Mary'.-. 
The halance of the day was -pent in Ereethoughi talk and 
Monday morning I walked and talked with Mr. W. II. 
Cox, Mr. Buck and others. Monday afternoon I left again 
for M'Connelsville arriving at my destination two hours 
later. 

A NIGHT WITH FRA ELBERTUS. 

According to the program I was not due her- until Tues- 
day, February 8, when 1 was to debate with Rev. M V*ey, 

a Camphellite preacher on the resurrection a:: 1 divinity of 

Jesus. Something else brought me to a£'Connelsville me 
day ahead of schedule time, and now •. Iiappy and glorioUa 
event in my life took place. 

Elbert Hubbard, The Fra, was here, lie was to lecture 
Monday night. 1 had never yet met him or heard him. 
I was anxious to do hoth. He hail heen apprised of up- 
coming and he had courteously awaited my arrival thai We 
might take supper together. The meeting was cordial on 
both sides. We eat, sat and talked together. I had an 
opportunity to see and study the man. 

And what shall I say of Hubbard I 

What can I say ( 

He is a -Man. 

Need aught additional be said; Would Elbert have 
me say more? Does not the world need men '. His charac- 
ter may he described hy saying that ho i-, Indeed, I man, 
refusing to he made a member of ■ flock of sheep wherein 

individuals v OOaSOS to be counted, and declining the office 
of the shepherd. He does n"t want to lead but refttses l" 
be led? lie prefers a path, ■ work, ■ duty of hi^ own 

selection. Unconsciously be Is leading, no matter how 

much that fact may be distasteful to him. II - DJUSl lead. 
He cannot help himself. He Is daily, hourly, by his every 
act ami word, leading those around him and ah.. ut him to 
an acceptance of higher and loftier ideals, to u nobler oon- 
ception of humanity, and stands as a beacon lighl illumin- 
ating the dark and intricate pathways to ■ higher, better, 
grander and nohlcr human progression. He I* an idealist, 
loving to dwell in the goodnc-s and beauty of 1 Oman life. 
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He has a vein of rich humor and is in possession of a 
charming and rare personality. 

HUBBARD A MOXIST 

.Many of my most intimate friends had asked me, pre- 
viously, if I knew just where Hubbard stood. At that 
time 1 did m>t. 1 think I do now. I heard his lecture 
on "Health, Wealth and Happiness," and for two hours 
he poured philosophy into the ears of his auditors, llo 

announced the philosophy of Monism as the true philosophy 
of lite, and in this cut god and personal immortality out 
of the universe, declaring man to he the only "divinity ho 
knew of" and now 1 knew just where this great thinker 
stood. His audience was a good one and representative. 
What he had to say was will received. A happy and im- 
promptu poetic introduction from Dr. .lames 'Jail Xaylor, 
another man of whom I am proud to say "he is my friend" 

brought Hubbard en rapporl with his audience and I was 

amply compensated for the one day I had given for the 
privilege of hearing him and meeting him. 

Friends were here again to greet and welcome me. 

Btanbery Alderman, foremosl among the young and eg- 

gressive Freethinkers of the Community, was firsl in greet 
me as 1 alighted. The Hoopers and tin- Parmciiters wero 
al-<. on hand and now the sole matter before us wa- die 

debate. 

THE SECOND DEBATE. 

Tuesday morning I met Uev. MWey, the man I was to 
debate with. 1 was speedily convinced that he was not ac- 
customed to modern methods and modern ideas of contro- 
ver-y. The subject was : 

''Resolved, That Jesus Christ rose from the dead and is, 
therefore, divine. 

It was decided that we should each select I moderator 
and that two alternative speeches of thirty minutes dura- 
tion be taken by each side. I selected Dr. Naylor to watch 
my side of the debate and the other moderator was a Mr. 
Pennell, another preacher in the Campbellite church. Some 

argument arose as to the naming of another moderator, u 

third man. a sort of presiding officer, win. should he author* 

i/ed to rule on questions of order. While I had no ob- 
jection, I suggested it as liniiee. --ary. feeling that the two 

gentlemen named would he enough, and Anally agreed to 
allow the preacher to preside, trusting implicitly to his 

faimeSS. I was mistaken, hut 16 hit, twice shy. 1 soon 

learned why the presiding moderator was called for. 

Although 1 am eminently satisfied with my . wn part in 
the debate, and while hoth ladies and gentle D c gratn- 

laied me, thereby receiving an expression of satisfaction 
from my friend-, tin- debate was not what it Ottghl to have 
heen. Beaten in argument, the man of god, interrupted 
me with "point- of order" during the lasl fifteen minutes 

of my closing speech, for the deliberate purpose of break' 
Ing into the argument, and an appeal to the other preacher 

in the chair, one of his own faith, resulted in a ruling 

against me. Hut the lienoe -aw, knew ami understood 

During both of his thirty minuic speeches, M'Yey wan- 
dered fi i Qenesis to Revelations, discussed even science 

us an aid to his cau-e, waded through some "carefully se- 
lected" -craps of history as npiled by Christian writers. 

lie fell upon the old platitude of Kenan's Life of Jesus 
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to prove, as best lie could, that Jesus really lived, referred 
to Gibbon and Robert Taylor si corroborating Renan, and 
he was allowed t<> travel wherever he pleased without lei 

or hindrance. 

ONLY THE RESURRECTION. 

Upon reaching the la-t fifteen minntea of my laat ipeeeh 
I made an effort to discuss the alleged birth of Jesus. A 
point <>f order was raiaed. The moderator Imiated and 
ruled that 1 could diaenai nothing bul "the resurrection." 
Fielding t<> such an unfair ruling, 1 proceedi I to disouss 

the alleged death of Jesus. Another point of order. A 
similar ruling and unci' more the "resurrection" w:is ;»rr 
before inc. I appealed to honesty, fairness and justice, 
lmt I got. the "resurrection" again and I felt almost in- 
clined to say "damn the resurrection" but contented my- 
self by merely thinking it, for I was denied the opportunity 

of answering the very argument* thai had been put before 

me. 

It was ever thus with the preachers of the Christian 
faith. An infidel has no rights they are bound to r.-qiecl, 
when in authority, hut they will eat humble pic when 
crowded into the dark corners and hiding places. Ninety 

per Cent of my argument! were untouched. A blank re- 
fusal to answer questions I hail propounded coiutcrniug 
the supposed death of Christ, was justified with a cowardly 
plea that it was not included in the subject under dis- 
cussion. 

The audience was large hut not a single demonstration 
was made, by request, although the frequent smiles and 

laughter that greeted some of my replies, told which way 

the leaven was working. Practically, the greatest benefit 

that could he derived from the debate was that church peo- 
ple had come expecting to witness my defeat and 1 was 
given an opportunity to give them a few things to think 
about, and, as we all know, that is fatal to the preacher's 
gn ft. 

Well, the debate ended. Of OOUTSe, M*Yey declared that 

he had "established by direct pi f" that Jesus did rise 

from the dead, was therefore divine" and by the same 

method of reasoning he proved "Lazarus, the daughter of 

JairUS, Mrs. Dorcas, mid many of the saint-, were also 
divine, because the new testament declares these, also, WON 

raised from the dead. 

My present trip was now drawing to a close. T had yet 
to call at Oircleville on my way home and this was my 

laal stop, with the exception of Cincinnati, where I had to 

look up some court records in connect ion with some litiga- 
tion I have in charge. 
Arriving home on the night of Thursday, Itobruary 11, 

1 found a tremendous pile of mail awaiting me, so BOW, 

lu re goes to work again. 

My next trip will he into Indiana and Illinois. 

WHAT ABE 0HRIST1 \.\ PRINCIPLES 1 



Put the question propounded in the above caption to a 

number of clergymen of different denominations and each 
will give you a different answer. 

Put the same question to thinking men and eaeh will 
give you answer alike in thought if of different expression. 
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These facts would at once suggest that the Christian 
world is by no means agreed as to what actually constitute 
Christian principles, but those outside the pale of ortho- 
dox Christianity are almost as a unit as to what is meant 
therebyi 

Blind, unreasoning faith; simple credulity; passive be- 
lief. 

These are pre-eminently Christian principles, and it is 
a glorious fact that the world is rapidly outgrowing them. 
They are not adapted to human life and progress. They 
are incapable of ministering to the wants and needs of 
humanity. The great world of commerce, the professional 
and industrial worlds, ignore them. All human progress 
has been accomplished II men learned to relj less ami less 

upon Christian principles. When Christian principle! 

actuated nun the world was at a standstill. The higher 
the race develops the wider grows the gulf between human 
activities and so-called Christian principles. 

The modern physician, eminent and skilled in his pro- 
fession, makes no attempt to diagnose human ailments 
from Christian principles, hut from the light accorded him 

through physiological law, acquired from scientific experi- 
ment and investigation. Our entire system of juris- 
prudence is built upon certain fundamental physical equi- 
ties arising out of the social contract, sometimes perverted, 
but Christian principles do not figure in judical decrees, 
unless in a ease of perverted mentality by the OCCUpant of 
the bench. The merchant, the business man. the trader, do 
not undertake to compute profit and loss by any system 
baaed upon Christian principles, but from rtriet mathe- 
matical law in vogue long before any knowledge were given 
of Christian principles, The different branches of natural 

science, with their minute exactions, careful calculation and 

patient observation, nave been carried to a systematie per- 
fection independent ami in spite of christian principles, 

and as all the departments here enumerated are peculiarly 
of this world, and only this world, the secular philosophy 
must apply, and all theological dicta is admittedly, a gi- 
gantic mistake. 
Christian principles arc built upon faith! 

Free thought, or Secular principle-, are built upon work! 
Christian principles offer an atonement of blood as a 

medium tor forgiveness from sin and its consequ en ces). 

Freethought, or Secular principles, insist that we must 
each face the natural and Inevitable consequences of our 

wrong-doing. 

Christian principles teach that man's first duty is towards 
an imaginary god. 

Freethonght, or Secular principles insist that man's first 
duty is to man, to be true to himself and he cannot, then, 
he untrue to others. 

Christian principles teach a repentance bv faith in a 

fiotitioui man-god. 

Freethought, or Secular principles, teach that virtue 
brings its own reward and vico its own punishment. 



Pont overlook our splendid premiums for new subscri- 
bers. Every Uheml woman ought to have one of these 
china dinner sets in her home. Then see how easy it is 
to get one. 
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Man's Origin and Destiny 



(Continued from Page 7.) 

to the grave, it is the first to appear, the lust to go. The 
tirst utterance of lii'e in a new born child, alter it baa 
attained the dignity of a self-dependent heiiin i>v lue s <-\er 
ance of its connection with the mother, ifl a dt-ep nspira- 
tiou or cry, caused by the excitation of the respiratory 
center in the brain through the condition of the blood. 
Next we see the act of suekiny performed, in obedience !■> 
tho craving of the itomach for nourishment 

According to the views of religion, which seei in all 
natural instincts lomething nnnatural an< 1 forbi iden, the 
instinct of self-preservation must be eonsidered the arch- 
sin. Egoism i in a raihcr broad sense), is the basis of 
primeval impulse <>f life, it remaini with ui from the cradle 
life, not ehristian love, and no religion has ever suoceeded 
in suppressing or supplanting thii strongest of si] impulse*. 
Whenever egoism comes in coiillii l with 1 1 » » - teaching! of 
the christian religion, these latter have no Influence over 
the actions at all, hut where the sympathy prevails over 
the instinct of ielf -preservation, religion is not the source 
whence the noble impulse flows. Jl'>\\ little Christianity 
■mounts to when it collides with natural instincts is 
strikingly illustrated when the command of the gospel s 
'"Love thy neighbor like thyself 1 is put to i crucial test 
Whenever a large number of people is assembled in a closed 

room, theater or church, and an alarm of ftw given, the 
usual result is u wild stampede in which everybody trlei 
to save himself, trampling women and children under his 
feet. Even in places of worship where everyone pretends 
to obey a higher command of love, the precept of the gospel : 
''Love thy neighbor like thyself," the natural impulse <>f 
■elf-preservation assert! itself with equal, it not ■• iih greater 
force, than at the worldly gatherings. Borne time ago in 

the east a church took lire during the SSrviei how did 

the congregation prove the truth of the gospel, did every* 

body stand by to let his neighbor passl Not much, the 
crowd, maddened by fear, rushed for the door In a frenzied 



•in as the fundament of 
>raril*i attain preponder- 
ritice. J)ut even in this 
he animal, i.i whom we 



Stampede trampling women and children under their feet, 

obstructing the outlet completely and surren loring many 

to the terrible fate of burning to death. vYith less religion 
ami more common sense all could have been saved. 

Although we must consider eg 
society, other instincts may temi 
anoe, even t<» the extent of Be If -si 
respect man does not rank above 
rind the instinct oi sympathy just as strong, in the Jove 
of i he parents, especially of the mother, for their offspring, 
we recognize the highest type of this instinct Among the 
fishes we observe for the lirst time care for the young ones 

l individually, ants and bees protect the common home) 
and among the birds thi* instinct has attained already a 
high degreei Even the smallest species display groat cour- 
Hgi against ■ larger smtsilswt, while others resort to strat- 
egy, revealing considerable intellect and cunning. The 
partridge, for instance, diverts the attention of the dog 
from her brood by feigning inability oi flight and running 
away, thereby gaining time for the VOttng "lies to hide. 

Large birds defend their young ones with great bravery 
and ferocity and 1 was witness once when a male swan 
came very near drowning s boy he thing in a pond. Bow 
heroically most of the mammals defend their i fispring, is 
a fact too well known to require further demonstration. 

Instead of fruitiest theorising and speculating about the 

manner in which the atoms produce thought and sent imenls, 
the believer in a divine soul should rather show us wherein 

lies the difference between an animal lacrihoing its life 
for it^ otl'-pring and a woman doing the same. The only 
difference is that man, by virtue of his supeiior intellect 
and foresight can render this care and proti ction more 

efficient In regard to time. It is hardly necessary to state 
thai ipecies in which the love- for the issue is developed to 

bigfa degree, have | belter chance to increase and survive 

in the struggle for existence. 

(To be continued. 



HUMANITARIAN ISM. 



(By A. ii. Wade.) 

AKTICI.K TWO. 

■vary system or theory must Save S 
foundation principle or it cannot stand. 
Humanltarianism I* the grandest system 
we can conceive of, f r I t embrace all oili- 
er systems thai have to do Wl 'h the \v tfait 
of mankind, both collectively and as indi- 
viduals. Socialism, the Universal Mother- 
hood, and Social Kqual ity and Liberty are 
all included under the broad rcopfl of "Hu- 
manitarianism." 

Thi; Universal Brotherhood || doubtless 
the most pot en t factor in tin welfare ami 
happlBCM of the human race because it 
demonstrates a universal Interest In our 
fellow men, and an SfflrmStiVC U wt 14 



be iiuestion, "Am 1 my brother's keeper?" 

Why do we think more of aud love our 
brothers und Sisters more than any one 
else? Beeaass they are the children of the 
M.m lather and mother that we ourselves 
are. We lo\c the lather and mother that 
j-ave us birth, aud to VhOflR STS owe a last- 
ing debt of gratitude for all that we are and 
have In this world, and we love our brother* 
because they me the :ame recipients of all 
the love and tare of our parents. So then 

the doctrine of ths "brotherhood" is prod* 

icateij on the '•fathcrmood of Cod" ami our 
COUIDOO "Mother Nature." The numerous 
case s of heal. pi.' of dis ise and 'Vickticss", 
not only by Christ and his Immediate fol- 
lowers, but slSO by "Christian Sclo.ce," 

"Dowleiim," "New Thought," "Suggestion", 

etc., goes to prove i liit when the mind is 
put in harmony or "perfect peace," Nature 



builds up the wasted tissue and restores 
the patient to perfect health attain. 

Nor is this all: Nature (the power with- 
in us) Is the preserver aud conservator of 
OUT health and happiness, with greater care 
aud Iom than our earthly parents could 
ever bestow upon ti . In fact, till the d ndei 
love and Self*SS0rUl0lng devotion that a 
mother can eve bestow, Is b-it the impulse 

>ii Nature in tae Centals breast. Paul said, 

"We lOW bin because he lirst loved Us," 
and when we reoOgnllS the '.ruth that we 
are "all brothers, ' offspring of one common 

Mother Naturat we will love met other as 

we ShOUld, and then will all wars, opprcs- 
BlOB and Injustice ceas and universal peace 

end prosperity "cover fas earth as the wa 

ten cover the deep, mid not till thin can 
w ( xpect pure Socialism or I .uinanitarian 
Urn to prevail. • 
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ran wasted labeeriptloaa to belp e«t. Have 
bad a hard time t > get low mow betide* my- 
self. Several would ttk* to lane it, n-Ut I belt 
wives ohjtrttd. 1 MB S7| Mtil have •.: >i lay 
lighting clothes OB nil 111.' time, M the 

preaehen bete kaow< The Baptfct 
thought hi' mad" u point yiHtenbi) in 
oftoi by aeUttg me an n.|ni*aiic. I t< 
was. He wanted mo to euBM I i 
lie would upsvi iiif. I told bim I w 
holding the- volume for in 0 .'' J^ith him when I hid the inn • «h i 

but would not put myself op in h!~ eh urea for 
I t:irget. There are one er tv then who 

an tUaklag of taking the Blade Oaa I add 

t.» t lii« club at on.- dollar, or wV\ 1 hive t" gel 

five at ■ timer loon i"r the nweaaa of Pi 

. ..ought.— J. L BABNU11 

Sends Us Best Wishes 



Is Next to Gypsy Smith. 

pkn.v- i am not forgetful of the fact 
that I an owing FOB for the bound volume 
of the Bta4t which I ordered tome weeks 
ago. Shortly aft. r ordering aame I was ta- 
ken sick of typhoid fevi r and have been 
able to bo back at my work but a short 
lime, and it la owing to the expenses incl-^ 
dent to this BiehneM that I h*VB not remit-' 
ted. I shall do so. however, and you, 
will favor BM t« 

I would like to tell you of some of myr 
experteao while lying siek in the hospital 
at BewteUej . Pa., ov. r BOO miles from 
home, and how a bounded the Superintend- 
ent appeared when I Inform")' her that 1 
was a liberal, or in the la 
Christians, an "Infidel," and 
am aide to do so. will write 
about this, my first trip to a hospital. 

We have now 'n our mids* here in Pitts 
bury; "Gj pay Smith." England's wonder ev.m- 
gelitt, who has been brought here by Pit' 

burg mtniaten to eotretf the morals of tl 

ity, lead a midnight mnreh thn ugh the red 
light distrlet, gad save nunuHi: souls from 
the ete rnal ngonhs of the Christian hell. 

I have heard the "Gypsy" twlee since be! 
hM been here. Be Is not of the .Tones typoj 



>-t- 
n I 

nil 



eungo of thi> 
II soon as 1 
■in something; 



KV. — My mheeripttea to the Bine Graai 

lade is more than due. Mucin-, d I'n 1 >d "o 

for lamei lf> eanta for two oopiei with Mi*. 

Illciiry's picture: (I misplaced the one I had.) 

[Hope the « ill again be legator writer for the 

IBbtde, I mi-s her intere-ting and able articles 
very much. i nin a member of the Material- 
title A»s'n. Jail receive l ii lnier and Mteree t * 
lug letter from Mrs, Btlvea. Bhe h doing a 
feed and noble work, and dom rvas ibaadaat 
With best wiehei tor tin- Blade. — 



of hvaageliet, la that he is not vulgar, l»uecei 
tree of acrobatic stunts, and leaves out theMMRS. TAYLOR TEBHUNE. 
-hontlng. The faot that ho has made BlBl-fl 

■elf baring only had four weeks of aehoolJ I Al ABAMA.- in too old for leholarahlp fan 

Inir. detnaadi appreciation. F-om newspa-Qthe it. c. B. Oorreapoadenee Bel I, being M 

pot report*, of this morning it appears thatfajhut would like to have lome "f the teat-hooka 
last night he had to depart from the narrowP iWill you -ell t<> any on" e\eem «eho'ar-? If 
path long enough to defile th a name of tho|,,?*o. .jive me price by mall on each of Geology, 
illustrious Ingersoll. Insinuating that he re ); /.>.,i.>.'v md Astronomy. My time i« up oa my 
canted on Irs deatb bed. Tbli Is convlno-B"" -ul.-eiipt ion to the Blade. 1 will remit MOB. 



big that with all the religion with which he 
claims to be Imbued, it has t ot vet taught 



I'nder separate cover. I "end TOO "KtrOhttloB 
^ Exploded" by one of our hlabanM pill peddler*, 
him to B'lek to the truth about the dead. Hlf \«>u have time ;md thin'; it worth the ink 
This is another gypsy that bear watch-; aad space., gin oa ia editorial an it. Ptoaae 
tnB— .T. K. C^I.ll^RTSO^ , . .answer on eneloaed sard, and oblige*— J. W. 

LIRTGfliNB. 

Blade Better All the Time ' 
rJTAH.~Fleaae Rad meloeed M. 0. for fi-iw 
for my Blade for 1908 mid on.' of Mif To«e4 xo HIS 
phiae K. Benry'i book* "Marriage ■ ■ »• • t Dl-tj 

rone" and Otto Wettatem'a adlreea at ana«J( c °W rt t M Applied for 1908 by Franklin 

Dover. I thin'; thi Blade geti better : ii Ihef^ H - BotM.) 

time, and hope it will eoathUM Bntil MUl n,.,. r hevenly fnther: 



DAVES' LETTER 
DEAR HEAVENLY FATHER. 



Justice aoanao Jibbi f"r th. paraaitaa md 
Justice for the people— AARON 1>>W1TT. I. 



Hid a Jolt with Pp.'.irh.v 

TEXAS, — Find eaoloaed Ptoat> (II • i onlerTTl ^ 
H, Band the Blade t.. the :l .' ;r..-s..s i rn V" 
doee. i got a Hade .»f Nov ISta, ^nd tot thatB 



Was it rong for me to eat SO of my little 
brother! and sisters, when we were all llt- 
UA see serpents in one s ell together? Are 
they in Hell now burning forever! Will 1 
go to bOVOB If I repent, or are thay In Abrl- 
hams busom? If I shud dosome thing to 
be proud of. wood I og to lu ll and burn 



for* ^. r'.' Hid your Jesus ever do anything 
that lie was proud of, or David or Solomon? 
How many c!:ildreu did Solomn hav? I 
moan and Solomans wives and concublnea. 
What relation were thay to him? Is Urban 
n lo ven or hell, because David had him 
k i: d f Did you want him killed so he cud 
go to hell and David cud hav his wife? Did 
...ui ever kill any body becaus you knew 
hla Wife and wanted her; or was that an- 
other of Moseses lyes, that ha was a man 
ui r voar own hart? Papa wood of killed 
David (Of watehtag her bathe and he thinks 
David bad two many wives already without 
bar. Was Brigan Young a man after your 
own hart? When I am a man, I will eyether 
kill somebody to please you and have 1200 
wives and 1 7^0 handmade ladv friends like 
Bolomafl or elee I will think like Papa does, 
lie think- t'.i: Soloman was not as wise 
■>s some people think he was and that the 

1 pie that goes to loges to play horse and 

ride gotes and talk about what Soloman 
dun are da'mnbed fools, only they are In 
the majority ate two won in Los Angeles. 
He can tell by the way thev vote bonds 
for bring Alkayle water from a Desert, 
Whoa 'hay have lots of wells that shoot 
good Water 9 feet hie. Thay make him 
th'nk of Thompsons colt. Is Thompsons colt, 
'ti He ven I Did he swim the river of life 
to get a drink of Jesusses blud? Well 1 
hi ar Raettee bawllnc. that anv Jesus you 
no ami I must go and feed him. If I turn 
Haiaae loos when he Is dry he will go 
st rate to the nearest Sankey. In haste 
n \VE. 



A FRISCO NEW YEAR INCIDENT. 



(By "The Cha plain ") 
I ait on the street and Wot both my feet 
While seeing the New Year In: 
1 forgo! all the rain, for it gives me a pain. 
Whoa I think of "Our Savior" from sin. 

If the troth must bo told I caught a fine coui 
While thinking of Mary's ghost mash, 
W ho blew In from the ski> s- to found all 
the Ilea 

In St. Matthews book of trash. 

Llei st II believed by those relieved 
Of common sense and brains. 
Ity the clergj all. who have first call 
On the little that yet remains 

' 1 

When it's understood that one can be good 
Without the assistance of priest. 
There'll be peace on earth, with never a 
dearth 

Of ••chicken -real'' for a feasi. 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 



This i< the Qreated Book <>f modern times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue Grass Blade, making a book of nearly 500 pases. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernel Qaeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in hook form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Subscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



The People's Press Marriage and Divorce Give 'Em Fits. 



Fearless in its advocacy of Freethought 



Published weekly at 111 Blue Island Ave 
, Chicago, III. 

J. B. Lenau Publisher 

Official paper of the Materialist Associ-itior 
In Canada, or Foreign Countries, Ii.oo a Yeaj 
Subscription, 5 o Cents a Year. 



Silk Dresses Given Away 



An opportunity jf a life time for 
*'ho love good cloiheg. 

High School girls enn obtain their grnd- 
ua'ion dresses without cost; working girls 
and married women may secure fine fall 
or summer Grants' 

I. urge list of patterns to select from 
Bona fide offer — in fraud, no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 
For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 
247 Henr.epln Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. SMEAGREEN 



OSEPH1NE K. H ENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies bt this up-todsV 
pamphlet are now in circulation In ttl 
Dn ted States and Knglnnd. It treatr. la 
forcible style of the most Important pob 
lem before the American people. It shojltf 
be rend by both married and single, by all 
men and women who desire domestic 
conditions. 

All orders promptly filled by the author 
1 Copy M Cents. 5 Copies One Dof 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



The Wage Slave 



A Hoclallst Weekly, that advocatea 
trial fnlonlsm. 

Revolutionary to the r<,re 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that supports th* 
existing social order. 
Send for sample copy. 

Adlreas: The Wage Slave Box 187, Hancock, 




That's what "THE 

SCARLET SHADOW," 
Walter Hurt's (Treat rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
forces of bigotry ami su- 
parstltton. And the sec- 
ular press of the country 
tm M by the church 
element, Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
novel of this derade h:is 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox erltlea —which 
Is sufficient P'oof that It 
la all right It bag cre- 
ated a tensatlon In con- 
servative circles and 
aused consternation 
among the clergy. 

It la enthusiastically 
endorsed by leading 
Knelt hliikers through- 
out the world You aL 
kuots now Hu.i can write and In this book 
he la nt big best. It la an elegant volume, 
tit to onuuaaill the finest library; containing 
IM patrtg, prtatad on. Heavy egg-shell paper 

and bound la ox-blood cloth. 
Priea ji.6u. postpaid. 



A. M BTIItt\,«. 



rtoi 
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Secular Thought 

« Fortnightly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, 8cience anH Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Bolter - j. Bpenear BUlt, 

Published at ls'.U Queen St. West, To- 
ronto. Canada. Terms, $t per annum, iu 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Kdltorlal de 
partment should be addressed— 

J. Spencer Kills, "Secular Thought." 
isr>'i Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Uuslnoss communications, orders for 
books, printing, etc., should be addressed— 

C. M. BLLIa, Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185 Vi Queen St. West. 

Toronto, Can. 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save money. I deal with 
the best cutters and largest importers 
direct; have forty years' experience; am 
an accura'o Judge and analyst of these 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them In all 
their most delicate and Intrinsic characters. 
1 now do not carry stock, but buy the 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, thus 
obtaining best discounts. Tills saves In- 
terest on capital invested, Nats, salaries 
and the largo pi r cent of loss incidental 
to and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small commission I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and Judgment 
will bo trilling in comparison to the savings 
between the prices your retail jeweler 
MUST charge you and mine. Send me a 
trial order. OpOB receipt of goods compare 
with others, and if not satisfactory, return 
and get your money. Diamonds remount- 
ed in latest artistic de igns at lowest prices. 
Pull value allowed for old jewelry. 

Send for cut price s of Watches, Dia- 
monds, Jewelry, Silver, Plat, d or Optical 
goods. Free Thought and cher lladges. 
Ingersoll spoons and my famous tract: 
"Theism la The Crucible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange Cook Co., III. 




SEEDS 



Fresh. Reliable. Pure 
Guannttetl to PlMte 

PlMt«rtboaMtctttii< 
r inert ts el Oar 

SPECIAL OFFER 

FOR 10 CENTS 

ewtllreudpn«t|Mlilntir 

FAMOUS COLLECTION 

I |.Vr. COP,. Tumuli .... XI" 

I 1 1». IMn-*.. Ko.li.b .... 111. 

i | i>. MMmlai • ••''■■r . . . t<>« 

I I .flj »rr ... hr».| I itimx* . , . |1, 

I |.kr. NlkWtM M«iL. I I 'Hum . . , |l>« 
l!,.U\>ri>ll.iCMolU.r4ndl . . Si- 

ft on 

WriU t.«H»l S*n<l 10 r*nU h.lp p»r ■ .1 1 

parking and Mtut tl,» al.'ia ■ Tim . i ( ..IlKtion," W- 
aellicr with our N.-w »prt Imlriirliv* flaMm (iuitl*. 

QRI \ r NUKIHERM M I l» r<>. 
isbl is..,.. Pit. Rockfbrd,IlUnot* 



TO-MORROW MAGAZINE 

FOR PEOPLE WHO THINK. 



TO MORROW does Dot draw It«* inspira- 
tion from Tradition, Mysticism, Super- 
stition or Custom, It is 
A Journal of Rationalism. 

Dotting with the tpiest ions of Lift from (ho 
impersonal standpoint, ami accept in;: lite 

seientifle Interpretation <<( all phenomena. 

TO MORROW is not fot thOM Who are 
partisan.— tmt for these who an- wedded 
to some pet belief or ism, — nut tor those 
who are governed by feat of Qod or of 
Publie Opinion. 

TO-MORROW is for Free Souls, -for Men 
and Women who are not Afraid to Think 
in Harmony with Nature's Laws. 
Bead 1") cents for Three Months Trial 
Subscription and our Special Book Offer. 
10c the Copy. $1.00 the Year. 

TO-MORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
131) E. 5Uili St.. CHICAGO, ILL. 



"The Woman and 
The Prospector" 



Is the title of a romance every w iinan ami 
chilli should read. It should be in the hands 
of all who are opposed to Superstition Sad 
graft, as it is a protest B gainst vaccination, 
vivisection, medical legislation an. I the ad- 
ministration of drug! to human beings; at 
the same time points out the only method 
for the cure of the SOMUfl ptive. The book- 
let is really I'rce. but the eosl el' advertising 
and postage we Bgurs at 10 tents; SO if you 

wish a eopy, sand us lit cents, and wo will 
sand it i,» v..... A. .M. PARKEB, 413 
Crocker St., Lou Angeles, Calif. 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OP 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

Tlii- lame Lv log short quotations frons 
;ir Heavenly Father," "Our Bless* 
ed BaTlor," "lSaalam's Ass," "Mary Christ", 
Our Frl ad, the Devil," and other person* 
agea of sacred memory. 

uita for sticking on church 
sad Other objects where they will do 
the most good La spreading the "glad tld- 
inns of great joy." 
Until April I, lfno. address— 

FRANKLIN HKALD, 

Circlevllle, Ohio, 



Do You Believe 



That We Human, are as important af 

Pi'js. Potatoes and Pups? 

Dc you believe tint we "grown-ups," 
and eve.' tl ,» Children, sh.»i;ld know as 
much about ourselves n« we know about 
Pi he--. rfcrWi-r* nn • Pines? 

Do m m believe In Better Fiogeny, a Mora 
I3i< » :iteti Race anyway T 

If so ft iii! ! 18 for a year's subscription 
»,i the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be m the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly a' 649 South Malt 
St.. Los Anceles, California. U. S. A 

mplea ten cents. Trial three months, 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," 3a 
ci nts st inuis. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 

\ \i w Booklet showing up the contradlO' 
lions ami fallacies of the Christian bible. 

tus t he thing to pas's around among 
your religions friends to "jarr their faith 

ami destroy their aodwsbs. Ready soon. 

Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 

for $1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ, 
1728 Bills Street., San Francisco, Cal. 



Bl'CKBEE'S SEEDS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

•'«:• to t II New IS ,.. At.. ! a lip 

make you our p«ru»aueut cuatoimr. 

r prize coiicrtion K$K3fi«M& 1 

I 11 the Unfit : T»r«i|>. 7 »tilfiull,l : ti»i,.«. s hrai xiuie 

I 111*: »l> »Drli'f.ll..»rrl..« Hulb. Ill Tanrllrt iu all. 
I UUKVVnillTOI'LH.E. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper. 
SE/.O !0 CENTS 

| gi I nm MMi and packing and NC*l*ti this valuable 
Of <11M MftpCtlis together ».ih tujr big 
|m-th, il v»>, Ittuutiful fr#*d»gt4 rUut Huuk, 
vils uU ftboat tLe litat v«i*.l'-s of Soeds, Hants, etc. 

h.w. Buckbce, ,5n5 iiaya& 
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j Bend us 10 New Yearly Bubacriben to tbe Blade and we will send you one of the above ♦♦♦ 

- charges prepaid. No money out of your pocket Only i little real effort, and yon can & 



Y 
X 

X Rel these without actual cobi 

T 
t 



1 Noon-Time China Dinner Set, 45 Pieces 



| OUR MARK FOR 1909 IS TO 1 

| DOUBLE Oil CIRCULATION | 

f 

♦ ♦ 

X Offer and Make up Your Mind to Get Busy X 



«§» Just Read Over the Beautif"' and Valuable Premiums we X 



! Elegant Dinner Sets i 



^ - — 

►I* A 



K WE MI ST DOUBLE OUB PRESENT CIRCULATION DURING 1909 As A GUARANTEE X 
V OF PERMANENCY AND STABILITY. TO THIS END WE OFFER 

♦ INDUCEMENTS EN THE WAY OF USEFUL PREMIUMS TO PAY ♦$ 

♦♦♦ YOU FOR THE TIME YOU EXPEND HELPING i s. ♦♦♦ 

♦I* A 



w ♦> 

♦ PREMIUMSI PI! KM 1 1 MS! << 

• 4 It r»_ « ■* mi • r> ■ ^ . a a m.. A 



S 1 Roman Gofd Monogram, China Dinner Set, 42 Pieces | 



V . . ♦ 

*j* This is nn attraction for every woman,— Useful and Ornamental, Givei the table n pretty *JN 

decoration. Good China, — Retaili at $$.00 per aet, Initial letters of owner's name 



♦ woven in monogram and burnished upon every piece in pure gold letters. «|> 

*:* TEN SUBSCRIBERS I TEN SUBSCKI BF.KS: % 



i 
t 

*$* This aet ib equally as attractive as the other, bul baa do monogram. It retails al V 

V $5.00 per set. An ornament to any table. V 

X 



♦ SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS I SEVEN SUBSCRIBERS! 

& Von can get this set sen! to von free, charges prepaid, bj sending us seven new J 

^ annual snbacriberi to tbe Blade. *J? 

I TERMS:— ^ 

►♦♦ Write ns thai von Intend working to leenre one or either of tbe above dinner seta and we 

Will enter 

your name in I book whereon to oredil von for every subscriber you send and 



J>+ annual subacribera to tbe Blade. J 

X TERMS :— f 

♦♦♦ Write ns thai yon Intend working to leenre one or either of the above dinner aeta and we & 

A will enter your ojune in I book whereon to oredil von for every subscriber you send and J^L 

♦♦♦ keep a record. Subscriptions nay be sent in *t tny time, and the paper will be -cut us soon Jt* 

as received. When you bar* sent in the requisite number for either aet, it will be sent to X 

♦♦♦ you at once. £ 

O 



♦t* you at once. ^ 

V 

SUBSCRIPTION BLANK FORMS WILL BE SENT ON APPLICATION X 



♦> 



m 

fefr^><fr^:~X"X~X">**+4 4444444444444444444444444 4a !] 



